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TRIBUTE TO MISS HUNT BY RACINE LIBRARY BOARD 


This is the first regular meeting of the 
Library Board since the voluntary re- 
tirement on September 30 of Miss Louise 
Hunt after fourteen years of service as 
chief librarian of our city. An appraisal 
of the development of the library under 
her administration is therefore in order 
so that goals that have been reached may 
be maintained, and the goals still ahead 
may be kept constantly in view. 

Miss Hunt was selected from a large 
number of applicants because of her 
training and her successful experience 
in library administration. She brought 
to her work in Racine a background of 
experience in library work which en- 
abled her to analyze our community 
problems and anticipate and provide for 
community needs, but above all she 
brought to us a professional attitude in 
library service and a devotion to her 
work that set a high standard of achieve- 
ment for herself and all members of the 
staff. 

She believed that the library should 
be in every sense the people’s univer- 
sity; that it should work hand in hand 
with the schools in developing the read- 
ing ability and reading interests of chil- 
dren; that it should provide the means 
for youth to spend leisure time with 
profit and enjoyment; that for persons 
of all ages it should provide opportunity 
for self-improvement in vocational effici- 
ency, provide the sources of information 
on social, political, and economic prob- 


lems, and should play a vital part in 
forming and nurturing the general cul- 
tural life of the community. 

The growth of library service under 
the administration of Miss Hunt is strik- 
ingly indicated by the following facts. 
She began her work in the fall of 1926. 
The total circulation of books for that 
year was 582,284; for the year ending 
December, 1939, it was 768,568. In 1927 
the per capita circulation was 7.2; in 
1939 it was 10.48. Registered borrow- 
ers increased during the period from 
25,535 to 34,863, and the book collections 
from 86,858 to 146,169. More striking 
still is the change in character of books 
which the community studied and read. 
In 1929 74.5% of the books read by 
adults were fiction, ten years later in 
1939 the percentage had dropped to 62.8. 
During the same period the juvenile cir- 
culation for fiction books dropped from 
55% to 48.4%. 

All these facts bear evidence that the 
library was moving forward under Miss 
Hunt’s administration toward higher 
standards of community service. More 
people were discovering that ‘“‘a blessed 
companion is a book—a book that fitly 
chosen is a lifelong friend.” 

She was, however, far from satisfied 
with the results obtained. She believed 
that the adult service was not up to the 
standard that had been obtained for the 
work with children where facilities pro- 
vided by school libraries gave greater op- 
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portunities to do promotional work. The 
lack of space for the proper development 
of the technological division of the li- 
brary, the meagerness of the collections 
in art, music, and foreign languages due 
largely to the same cause, have been 
pointed out to the board in her annual 
reports from time to time. In these areas 
she believed the library was falling short 
in giving the service the community 
needed. 

Your committee in thus briefiy review- 
ing the record the library has made dur- 
ing the past fourteen years, many of 
them the difficult depression years, feels 
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that the library board and the commu- 
nity in general has indeed been well 
served by Miss Hunt’s administration; 
that she has put into her work an ear- 
nestness and devotion that cannot be 
bought, but if secured at all must always 
be given. Your committee recommends 
that this evaluation of her service be in- 
corporated in the minutes of the board 
as a permanent testimonial and an ex- 
pression of appreciation of her service 
to the city. 

W. C. GIESE 

Chairman, Special Committee 
October 17, 1940. 


BOOK WEEK IN WISCONSIN LIBRARIES 


The week was observed chiefly with 
displays of new books. There was in- 
creased emphasis on the importance of 
the adult’s familiarity with books for 
young people. This was a feature at the 
Kenosha Public Library, when part of 
the library’s program consisted of bring- 
ing parents together for this purpose. 
Increasing interest in the parents’ room 
in the Boys and Girls Library made an 
excellent opportunity to stress their part 
in the observation of the week. The room 
in the Boys and Girls Library lends it- 
self beautifully to the whole atmosphere 
of books and reading and both children 
and parents responded to it, and to the 
creative work carried on there. 

At Chippewa Falls, Miss Bryant re- 
ports that the library celebrated the 
week in somewhat the same way as in 
1939, only that there were more new 
books to put out, and “some fine refer- 
ence books on display.” “Join the book 
parade” invitations were sent to every 
class room, accompanied by attractive 
book posters describing books suitable 
for various age groups. The letter sent 
to senior high school students described 
increased reference services available 
with the number of recent additions made 
to the library’s reference collection. 

From Jefferson, Miss Friedel writes: 
“Jefferson observed Book Week this year 
—a thing we have not done for several 
years. 


“The pupils of the 5th and 6th grades 
and the 7th and 8th grades were invited 
to participate in a Book Review contest 
—the best book review of each group to 
receive a much coveted book. It was ad- 
vertised through the schools but was not 
a school project and I was really sur- 
prised at the number who handed in book 
reviews—exceptionally good ones too. 

“The prize for the 5th and 6th group 
went to Marie Ann Schultz, a fifth grad- 
er who reviewed Little women. The prize 
for the other group was won by Bill Hib- 
bard of the 8th grade who wrote a splen- 
did review of Courage over the Andes, by 
Kummer. He was so enthusiastic about 
the book that his mother read it and she 
telephoned me saying she enjoyed it and 
thought it was a splendid book to push. 

“We had an exhibit of ‘The making of 
a book—The brave frontier’ sent us by 
the Stokes Publishing Company; this 
with the book reviews and some very 
beautiful new books made an attractive 
corner in the children’s room.” 

Sheboygan Public Library had open 
house in the new children’s room, with 
a display of new books, and special book 
lists for the occasion. Tea was served on 
the opening day to mothers and teachers. 

As reports come in, other interesting 
items concerning Book Week will be in- 
cluded in the Bulletin. 


WwW. L. D. 
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ADD THESE TO YOUR PAMPHLET FILE 
Compiled by Katharine J. Middleton, Traveling Library Department 


Shewdown in the Orient, by T. A. Bis- 
son, is a review of events of the past few 
years in the Far East and théir effects 
on the Occident. World Affairs Pamphlet 
no. 8 of the Foreign Policy Ass’n, New 
York City, 25c. 


Railway literature for young people, 
1940 ed., is a graded list (from kinder- 
garten-grade 12) of books, pamphlets 
and periodicals covering a wide range 
of subjects relating to railway trans- 
portation. May be obtained free from 
Assn. of American Railroads, Trans- 
portation Bldg., Washington, D. C. 


Conference planning and management: 
a check list for association executives, is 
Publication no. Sp. 12 of the Public Ad- 
ministration Service, Chicago. It takes 
up such topics as factors affecting choice 
of location and of hotels, financing the 
conference, development and presentation 
of the program, the press and publicity. 
50c. 


Women at work: a century of industrial 
change, is an 80-page review of women’s 
progress in American industry and is is- 
sued as Bulletin no. 161 of the U. S. 
Women’s Bureau. 


America holds the balance in the Far 
East, by R. W. Barnett discusses briefly 
the issues involved in the war between 
China and Japan and their concern to 
the United States. What are the choices 
open to the U. S. and what will deter- 
mine our decision? 25c. Institute of Paci- 
fic Relations, New York City. 


Quiz, issued free by the Assn. of Amer- 
ican Railroads, Transportation Bldg., 
Washington, D. C., attempts to answer 
briefly and accurately the many questions 
that are asked daily about all phases of 
railroads and railroading. It provides a 
wide range of information about one of 
America’s basic industries. 


Headline books recently issued include 
The British empire under fire, Spotlight 
on the Balkans, Challenge to. the Amer- 


icas. Foreign Policy Ass’n, New York 
City. 25¢ each. 


Reading for background is a series of 
reading lists for students, teachers and 
school librarians to use in providing 
background material for classroom use. 
Titles include Poetry for high schoels, 
The world war, Background readings for 
journalism. The H. W. Wilson Co., New 
York City, 35¢ each. 


Gwen Bristow: a self-portrait, is distri- 
buted free by Thos. Y. Crowell Co., New 
York City. 


High schools and sex educatien, by Dr. 
B. C. Gruenberg is Educ. Pub. no. 7 of 
the U. S. Public Health Service. It is 
planned as a useful guide to those who 
would promote or impart sex education. 


Air youth horizons, is a publication for 
youth leaders and junior aviation groups 
issued monthly by Air Youth of Amer- 
ica, Ine., 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New 
York City. $1.00 a year; separate copies, 
10c. Devoted especially to the interests 
of model plane construction and flying. 
One dollar or less is a list of inexpensive 
books for school libraries, of special in- 
terest to schools in which budgets for 
library books are low. Pamphlet no. 88 
of the U. S. Office of Education. 


The Pan American is a small magazine 
devoted to Pan American affairs, issued 
by Famous Features Syndicate, 103 Park 
Ave., New York City. 25¢ a copy; $3.00 
a year. V. 1, no. 2 contains brief articles 
on the economic defense of the Americas, 
growing rubber to order, the A. B. C.’s 
of Argentina, a Pan American news di- 
gest, a calendar of coming events. 

R. C. Hutchinson: an appreciation, by 
Basil Davenport may be obtained free 
from Farrar & Rinehart, Inc., New York 
City. 


Shakespeare: his life, his art, his times 
is a pamphlet distributed by F. E. Comp- 
ton & Co., 1000 N. Dearborn St., Chicago. 
It is a brief biography written especially 
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for young people, reprinted from the 
1940 edition of Compton’s Encyclopedia. 


Children in a democracy: General report 
adopted by the White House Conference 
on Children in a Democracy, January 19, 
1940, is of special interest to clubs study- 
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ing child welfare. Single copies of this 
publication and others issued by the Con- 
ference may be obtained free, while the 
supply lasts, from the U. S. Children’s 
Bureau. Additional copies to be pur- 
chased from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments. 


NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


A Library as Seen by an Artist 

It has been said that when a library’s 
services and activities are sufficiently 
prominent that the local editor gives it 
a place in an editorial, that library has 
arrived. And when a library catches the 
eye of an artist and he gives it back to 
the people, and they see its beauty and 
its glorious setting so that they suddenly 
are conscious of the spirit of something 
they might have lost, had it not been for 
this artist, then there is a two-fold joy. 
One is gratitude to the artist for his 
helping in the rediscovery of this; and 
the other is pride in the ownership of so 
great an American institution and in a 
setting worthy of it. 

Whitewater is certainly to be congrat- 
ulated that it has in its midst such an 
artist as Mr. Pecheret, and that now they 
must always see that beautiful long view 
under the cathedral-like arches of the 
elm branches with the library at the 
end. Mr. Pecheret has given this to them 
in an exquisite etching. It is a beautiful 
thing. The setting has been there al- 
ways, but it needed an artist like Mr. 
Pecheret to reveal it to them. 

W. L. D. 


Cultural Movement in Rural Wisconsin 

Since this issue of the BULLETIN is giv- 
ing special emphasis to rural library 
service, why not give some thought to 
the library’s resources which contribute 
to the understanding and appreciation of 
rural life? 

A special circular published by the 
Extension Service of the College of Agri- 
culture, University of Wisconsin, came 
out last June, Rural cultural arts in Wis- 
consin. A pamphlet of 24 pages, it gives 
illuminating summaries on rural litera- 
ture, art, drama, music and recreation. 
Included also are: Rural life in fiction, 


poetry and biography: a selected bibli- 
ography compiled at the College of Agri- 
culture; Book-review sketches of impor- 
tant works in rural literature, by August 
Derleth; Catalogue of the first Rural- 
Farm Art Exhibition January 28-Febru- 
ary 2, 1940. 


American regional literature is a mim- 
eographed publication which has been 
sent to the libraries of the state from 
the department of rural sociology. It is 
a study of the literature of rural life, 
based on a course given by August Der- 
leth in 1940 for students in the Farm 
Folk School, College of Agriculture, Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. 

From the fields is another mimeo- 
graphed publication from the department 
of rural sociology. It is a collection of 
sketches and themes written by students 
in the rural literature classes of 19387, 
1938 and 1939 of the Farm Folk School. 
This sells for 25c, and there is a very 
limited number. Any correspondence 
about it should be addressed to Professor 
J. R. Barton, Agricultural Hall, Madi- 
son. Librarians interested in folk litera- 
ture will find this valuable. 


Good Books—Good Friends 

A cartoon, beautifully and understand- 
ingly conceived, is the method one editor 
in Wisconsin presented his editorial in 
recognition of the nation-wide observance 
of Book Week. Mr. C. E. Broughton, 
Editor of the Sheboygan Press, with Mr. 
Klessig has given something of such 
value to the idea of library service, which 
the whole library world is trying to ex- 
press, that the composition deserves 
something more than passing comment. 
It has permanent value and should be 
in poster form to make it a permanent 
possession. See page 159. 
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7ROUND THE CIRCLE 
Edited by Winifred L. Davis 


Featured in this Round the Circle are the news items about the county libraries, 
and also the reports on the demonstrations of library service through the facilities 


of W..P. A. 


Brown County (DePere). Miss Math- 
ews writes: “We were pleasantly sur- 
prised to have our appropriation in- 
creased this year, without once suggest- 
ing it to the finance committee. 

The conferences with the rural teach- 
ers are a great help to us in our buying, 
and they have come to depend on us more 
and more for supplementary help. 

I have tried to stress to them that we 
must not lose potential readers but must 
work together to get the right book to 
the individual reader so the young peo- 
ple will always look upon reading as a 
real pleasure.” 


Brown County (Green Bay). The coun- 
ty report this year shows a nice gain in 
book circulation of 15,334. There were 
138,762 books circulated last year. Three 
new deposit stations were opened (one 
of these in the Brown County Home) and 
one station which had not functioned for 
several months was relocated. Collec- 
tions numbering 463, varying from 10 
books to 563 books, were sent to schools 
and stations. Many of these collections 
were over 100 books, several over 200, 
and one over 300, and the majority over 
50 books each. 

With the addition of 1569 books, there 
are 16,409 books in a special county col- 
lection, 3676 stereopticon views and 2370 
mounted pictures. In addition, county 
patrons are permitted the use of any 
book in the general collections. 

The 23 stations are visited monthly. 
They are located in country stores most- 
ly but are also in a bank, a home, post- 
offices, high schools and a barber shop. 
And, in addition, adult collections are in 
about 10 rural schools. 

An exhibit in the Educational building 
at the Brown County Fair has been a 
feature for the last two years. Space for 
this exhibit is donated by the County 
Superintendent of Schools. 

The county librarian broadcasts book 


programs for schools over Station WTAQ 
each week. These are used in the rural 
and in some of the city schools. The coun- 
ty librarian has also talked to rural 
Mothers’ clubs, PTA’s, and to the Presi- 
dents of the Mothers’ clubs at their an- 
nual meeting. 

The experiment of “open air” libraries 
was offered during the summer by the 
children’s department of the Kellogg pub- 
lic library with much popularity and suc- 
cess. It is hoped it will result in book- 
mobile service in the future. (See W.L.B. 
36:130 0740) 


Fond du Lac County. Miss Janes writes: 
“January 1, 1940 marked a definite 
change in our county system. The Edu- 
cational Committee of the County Board 
and the Fond du Lac Library Board 
agreed upon a working budget and plan 
for the County Library. Two thousand 
dollars was appropriated by the County 
Board. The budget was: $1,200 for 
books; $650 for salary, and $150 for 
supplies. 

Always before this time, the money for 
books was paid to the Fond du Lac Pub- 
lic Library for the service of their books. 
This year, for the first time, the County 
bought its own books. All juvenile books 
were bought because of the great need 
for them. We still, however, must depend 
on some of the city books because the 
county books (we have now 1848 copies 
in our library) supply a little over one- 
third of the pupils in the county schools. 
The three adult stations are still being 
supplied with the city books. 

The county work is carried on by the 
County Librarian and a WPA worker. 
New books are catalogued and orders to 
the schools are filled. The teacher is re- 
sponsible for the transportation of the 
books. The number of books each school 
is allotted depends on the number of pu- 
pils plus five extra. 

There has been an increase in the cir- 
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culation. Last year, 86 schools were sup- 
plied with books. This year, 140 schools 
are supplied. This has also increased our 
circulation; the circulation for October, 
1940 showed a gain of 1202 over that of 
October, 1939.” 


La Crosse County. Mrs. Schaller re- 
ports that the La Crosse County Library 
had book exhibits in October at the Com- 
munity Fairs at Mindoro and Holmen, 
where they were held in the high school 
buildings. These proved very profitable 
and offered an opportunity to many peo- 
ple who were vitally interested in books 
to discuss county library service. On 
November 9 a new station was opened in 
the town of Shelby, a community which 
has been built up within the last two or 
three years. The request came voluntarily 
from the people in the region. 


Langlade County. In addition to the 
report from the WPA library stations 
(see p. 164), Miss Spear reports 4,826 
books read by rural borrowers in the col- 
lection of the Antigo library during the 
month of October. Of these 1,516 were 
drawn out from the library at Antigo 
and 3,310 from the ten community li- 
brary stations located through the coun- 
ty. For the first 9 months of 1940, there 
have been 4,000 more books circulated 
than the total circulation for 1939. The 
county appropriation for 1941 is the 
same as that for 1940, namely $2,000. ¢ 


Marinette County. At the end of Oc- 
tober, when the necessary funds were de- 
pleted and no further appropriations had 
been made by the County Library Board, 
the county library service was discon- 
tinued. Since then the County Board has 
offered to make, for next year, an appro- 
priation of $1,000, an amount which is 
considered too small to allow for ade- 
quate service throughout the county. 
In presenting the county library’s 42nd 
annual report to the Marinette County 
Board, Miss Laing states: “A detailed 
statistical and financial report is at- 
tached so that we will only call your at- 
tention to the fact that more books were 
circulated this year from your Marinette 
County Library than ever before, and 
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that we have withdrawn almost three 
times as many books as were added... 
Your Library is used and the County 
people do want it and want it to contain 
more and better books as you are prob- 
ably aware...” 


After a complete analysis of the coun- 
ty library situation in the past ten years, 
Miss Laing gives the following statistics 
of service for 1939-40: 

Number of schools borrowing Reading 

@rbele Collections -. :..5- 222 -sccccssscn css. 91 
Number of books sent out in Reading 

Circle Collections........................-.-- 11,022 


PC at ee ene reel 4,014 
Number of books circulated in commu- 
virkw COMeORIONS = on, 11,214 
Number of books circulated to individu- 
als at headquarters.................:...... 1,129 


Total number of books sent out......15,036 
Total number of books circulated..35,499 
Books owned by Marinette County Li- 


brary November 1, 1939................ 9,382 
Books added 1939-40............................. 433 
Books withdrawn 1939-40.................. 1,208 
Total books county owned November 1, 

DI igi ae elaine 8,607 


Racine County. Miss Hunt makes the 
following report: “During the past year 
the last parochial school in the county 
came into our Library fold. This means 
that, except for Union Grove, every rural 
school, both public and parochial, is re- 
ceiving Library service. 

“Before the close of school on June 21, 
rural teachers had brought their pupils 
into Racine to visit the library. 


“The County Department supplied 
material to the rural schools for 87 dif- 
ferent teaching projects. The subjects 
for which project material was requested 
included such matters as: 

“Small wild animals native to Wiscon- 
sin;health frauds and quackery; trees 
and weeds; Antarctica; goats and pets; 
marketing and transportation; ant com- 
munities; woodworking and model air- 
planes. 
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“The Webster school, a one-room 
school with 7 pupils, made an outstand- 
ing record in reading during the year. 
The one 1st grade pupil read 25 books. 
One 2nd grade pupil read 28, another 43. 
One of the two 4th grade children read 
29 books, the other 32. The 5th grade 
pupil read 23 books, the 6th grade pupil 
14, 

“In several schools the teachers coop- 
erated with the Library by putting up 
attractive posters on the bookcases to 
help interest the children in reading.” 


Shawano County. The $3,000 appro- 
priation which was recently granted by 
the county library board by a vote of 
32 to 6 included $500 for the maintenance 
of the book truck. It was felt that the 
quality of the county library service was 
alone responsible for this fine appropria- 
tion. 

The WPA bookmobile project is work- 
ing out very successfully due to the com- 
plete cooperation and genuine interest 
shown by the county superintendent, the 
teachers and the children. This service is 
extended to 106 schools having about 
4800 students and 205 teachers (106 in 
one-room schools, 7 high schools and the 
balance of 2-room grades). 

Book selection continues to be of para- 
mount importance. On the first trip, 
every child was allowed to make his own 
selection which was well-made, general- 
ly. Each school, however, presented at 
least one problem child who could not 
find anything he wanted and whose ul- 
timate choice demanded the combined ef- 
forts of the teachers, the librarians and 
the truck driver. Most interest was 
shown in animal stories and hobby books, 
although occasionally a child was discov- 
ered who selected a book such as Hansel 
and Gretel because he recognized it as 
being the story of Humperdinck’s Opera. 


Winnebago County. The Winnebago 
County Library at Oshkosh had a very 
effective and successful book exhibit at 
the County Fair, despite the rain and bad 
weather. This splendid booth attracted 
fair-goers with its large sign: ‘Winne- 
bago County Library,” which was edged 
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by 30 electric lights with the lettering 
and bulbs in blue and gold. Underneath 
that was a large State flag with a back- 
ground of blue corrugated paper. A com- 
mercial trimmer put in the background, 
ceiling and sides, and the books were dis- 
played on a large “W” which he built 
and covered with blue. It sloped down to 
the front and at the peak of the “W” 
was a_ poster reading: ‘Winnebago 
County Library presents Books about 
Wisconsin; Books by Wisconsin authors.” 
At one side of the poster and below was 
a framed story of the coat-of-arms and, 
at the other, a basket of violets and 
ferns. Books were so numerous that some 
had to be displayed, along with photo- 
graphs of well-known Wisconsin authors, 
on a side table. 

Miss Huhn’s annual report shows that 
in addition to the five branches of the 
county library, there are 123 collections 
located at 7 farm homes, 1 nurses’ home, 
1 store, 1 community club, 1 4-H club, 
1 lake resort home, 1 children’s county 
home, 2 banks, 16 home demostration 
clubs and 92 schools, making a total of 
128 stations. In addition, various kinds 
of program materials are sent on request 
to granges, clubs, church organizations 
and lodges. 


W. P. A. Demonstrations of Library 
Extension. 


Langlade County. The six new fed- 
eral demonstration stations opened dur- 
ing 1940 with WPA custodians located 
at Elton, Lily, Pearson, Phlox, Polar 
and Star Neva show a total circulation 
of 7,675 books from May for three of the 
stations; one each from March, June and 
September. 


Richland County. The five library 
stations in operation in Richland county 
circulated 1006 books to adults and 579 
to children. A new supply of books was 
given each station by means of an ex- 
change. A report comes that 3 new sta- 
tions are being started. 


Shawano County. Thirteen WPA li- 
brary custodians in Shawano county re- 
port a total of 9962 books circulated dur- 
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Rock County. Leyden School. 
Miss Alice Ryan, Teacher. 
Photo by Allie Riley, Bookmobile driver. 
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ing the month of October. For complete 
report see under Shawano county above. 


Vilas County. The six stations in 
Vilas county reported a total circulation 
of 1763 books to adults and 670 to juven- 
iles during the month of October. 


Bookmobile in four southwestern 
counties reported by Hazel E. Prytherch, 
librarian: 

October 21-November 7. 

Total number of volumes on Bookmobile: 
2866. 

Circulation: 2157. 

Fiction: 1110. 

Non-Fiction: 1047. 

Served 74 communities. 54 received di- 
rect service; circulation of 1321 books. 
20 received indirect service; circula- 
tion of 837 books. 39 one-room schools 
were served. 32 graded schools in 
towns. 3 libraries were served. 


Report by counties: Iowa, 13 stops 
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with a circulation of 426 books; Rock, 
14 stops with a circulation of 419 books; 
Grant, 30 stops with a circulation of 825 
books; Crawford, 17 stops with a cir- 
culation of 471 books. 


An interesting statement regarding 
the cost of operation during October, 
which covered about 3 weeks of opera- 
tion shows miles traveled: 1045, with 
a total of 74 stops, at a cost of $17.93. , 


Library Institute. An institute for 
WPA library clerks was held at Ashland 
October 1 to 4, 1940. Eighteen such clerks 
who are extending library services in 
villages and rural areas in WPA District 
No. 1 were in attendance the four days. 
One of the highlights of the institute 
was the half-day visit paid by the group 
to the Vaughn Public Library where 
Miss Fennelly, the librarian, explained 
the use and methods of library pro- 
cedure. 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Biography and Reminiscences 


Adamic, Louis. From many lands, 1940. 
350p. Harper, $3.50. 920 


First of a series to be called The nation of 
nations, this tells the stories of individuals and 
of families of varying national and racial back- 
grounds who make up the people of the United 
States. Like My America, it is strongly loyal 
to American democracy and is a plea for that 
understanding which will lead to unity in di- 
versity and create a new and rich American 
culture, Ably written, each story interesting in 
aside from the cymulative effect, it is 
a “must” for libraries in communities with 
various foreign-born groups, even though it is 
2 bit expensive. 


Benson, E. F. Final edition. 1940. 304p. 
Appleton, $3. 921 


itself, 


Memories of people and places out of the 
author’s long life in Victorian and modern 
England. Varied in interest made up of quite 
objectively critical estimates of members of 


the author's family, more particularly his 
brothers, Arthur and Hugh; stories of visits 
to great country houses; adventures with 


birds: and accounts of his official experiences 
as Mayor of Rye. Will be appreciated for its 
pictures of an England that has passed into 


history, 


Buchan, John. Pilgrim’s way; an essay in 


recollection. 1940. 3836p. Houghton, 
$3. 921 
Reflective essays from the author's varied 


and interesting life make up an informal auto- 
hiography which will be appreciated by the 
reader of discriminating taste, 


See Booklist 87:33 Oct. 1 °40. 


Derleth, August. Still small voice; the 
biography of Zona Gale. 1940. 307p. 
Appleton, $3. 921 


Although August Derleth had known Zona 
Gale only in her later years, he has given a 
singularly understanding account of her life as 
writer and woman. Having had access to un- 
published letters, he has been able to throw 
new light on phases of her public career, while 
the frequent quotations from the letters, in 
themselves, give revealing glimpses into her 
character. Miss Gale’s association with the Uni- 
versity, with especial reference to 
Frank, is treated in detail. 


President 


Hough, Henry Beetle. Country editor. 
1940. 325p. Doubleday, $3. 921 


There is more than a little of the atmosphere 
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of Thornton Wilder's play Our Town in this 
story of a country editor. Twenty years ago the 
author and his wife turned their backs on New 
York City to become joint publishers and edi- 
tors of a weekly paper on Martha's Vineyard. 
off the Massachusetts coast. Its circulation, at 
that time 600, has since increased to 2,700 
and along with this unquestionable success has 
gone a great deal of happiness in a way of life 
that has been full and rewarding. Written with 
a kindly view of small town life that makes 
mere “bigness” seem quite unimportant. 


See Booklist 36:11 S. ‘40. 


Kennedy, Millard F. Schoolmaster of 
yesterday. 1940. 359p. illus. Whittle- 
sey House, $2.75. 921 


The crude beginnings from which public edu- 
cation in America has risen are made abundant- 
ly clear in this book. For three generations. 
from 1820 to 1919, the Kennedys were school- 
masters in Indiana, and this autobiographical 
volume by the third of the name traces devel- 
opments and progress, not only in education. 
but in social life and customs as well. 


Paisley, E. W. Sanctuary; a finding of 
life. 1940. 254p. Dutton, $2.50. 
818, or 828 


A teacher who felt “taught out’ and desired 
a place where a heartache “could ache in the 
open, if ache it must, and no one be the wiser” 
went, when fifty years old. to her summer 
camp in the backwoods country in Maine and 
made her permanent home in the calm of the 
pinewoods among wholesome and _ unspoiled 
people. After ten years of this deepwoods ex- 
perience, she wrote this delightful account of 
her life there showing her discovery that 
through these homespun lives run “the bright- 
colored threads of a keen preception in real 
values, and here and there—often when least 
expected—a pure-gold strand of hervic good.” 
An unusual and fascinating true story for those 
who love the out-of-doors and for those who 
admire the unafraid. 


Williams, Rebecca Yancey. The vanish- 
ing Virginian. 1940. 277p. Dutton, 
$2.50. 814, or 824 


A somewhat more mellow Life aith father. 
The author invites the comparison when she 
tells how she put her manuscript away, almost 
in tears, after the appearance of Mr. Day's 
book. But it was not allowed to languish per- 
manently. Second thoughts and the urging of 
friends led to its publication: and fortunately. 
for Cap’n Bob Yancey, the vanishing Virgin- 
ian, is a delightful addition to the gallery of 
American types, 
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Books Related to Present-day Problems 


Arnold, Thurman W. The bottlenecks of 


business. 1940. 8335p. Reynal, $2.50. 
338.8 


Largely an exposition of the work of the 
Antitrust Division of the Department of Jus- 
tice and designed to show the consumer the 
power he can exercise through his government 
in breaking down some of the restraints of 
trade which hinder the free flow of goods from 
producer to consumer. 


See Booklist 37:29 Oct. 1 °40. 


Lindbergh, Anne Morrow. The wave of 
the future. 1940. 41p. Harcourt, $1. 
901 


Anne Lindbergh sees what is happening to- 
day in Europe as one of the great mutations 
of history. To the historian of the future the 
cause may appear to lie in our failure to use 
to the full “our scientific accumulations and 
discoveries.” In the totalitarian countries these 
forces are being used to evil ends. Her question 
is, “Can we in America find a way to turn 
them to purposes of peace and humanity?” 
She believes that we can, that it is not too 
late “to work out in moderation what the rest 
of the world is fighting out in bloodshed, in- 
tolerance and hate.” 


McKay, Claude. Harlem: Negro metrop- 
olis, 1940. 262p. photo. Dutton, $3. 


326 


Negro life in New York, from the gay night 
places to the outstanding professional people. 
One of the first complete stores of Father Di- 
vine, of Marcus Aurelia Garvey and his “back- 
to-Africa’ movement, of Sufi Abdul Hamid and 
organized labor. An understanding portrayal 
of the place of the Negro and the place he is 
making for himself. by an outstanding Negro 
poet and novelist. Not essential, perhaps, to a 
small library, but an excellent addition to the 
books on the Negro, Interesting reading. 


Pius XII. The pope speaks; the words of 
Pius XII. 1940. 337p. Harcourt, $2.75. 
940.5 


These various messages, sermons, broadcasts 
and encyclicals date from March 3, 1939 to 
September 4, 1940. The biographical sketch 
which precedes them is entitled Pius the man 
and his efforts for peace, This title would cover 
the entire contents of the book as well, for 
almost all of the pronouncements have a bear- 
ing on the tottering state of Europe at the 
time. 
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Wilson, Charles Morrow. Corn bread 
and creek water. 1940. 309p. illus. 
Holt, $3. 630.1 
The book has a complementary title: the 


landscape of rural poverty. It is a thoughtful 
and forceful presentation of the situations 
brought home pictorially in books like You 
have seen their faces and Land of the free as 
well as in the fictions of John Steinbeck and 
Erskine Caldwell. This work is well illustrated 
also, but here the text is of primary impor- 
tance. Not limited to southern sharecroppers. 
There is rural poverty elsewhere as well. 


History and Travel 


Burlingame, Roger. Engines of democ- 
racy. 1940. 606p. illus. Scribner, 
$3.75. 608, or 973 

March of the iron (Brr- 


continuing the history of in- 
influence of machinery from 


A sequel to men 
LETIN Nov. ‘88) 
vention and the 
1865 on. 





See Booklist 87:31 Oct. 1 *40. 
Gill, Richard C. White water and bl 
magic. 1940. 3869p. Holt, $3. 918.6 


Story of the author's explorations into the 
jungles of South America to collect a valuable 
drug known as “curare’”’ used by the Indians of 
the region for centuries and recognized 
for its medicinal value. Of special interest to 
men readers, 


now 


Kennedy, John F. Why England slept. 
1940. 252p. Wilfred Funk, $2. 942.08 


“The son of the American ambassador to 
Great Britain explains the psychology of the 
English people and gives other reasons for the 
British failure to rearm. .. . A well-reasoned, 
calm book.”—Booklist Oct. 1 '40. 


Wildes, Harry Emerson. The Delaware 
(Rivers of America). 1940. 398p. il- 
lus. Farrar, $2.50. 974.8 
Social, economic and political history cen- 

tering around Philadelphia and the lower Dela- 


ware give color to this volume of the River 
series. 


See Booklist 37:30 S. °40. 
Fiction 


Atherton, Gertude. The house of Lee. 
1940. 3802p. Appleton, $2.50. 
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Story of an aristocratic San Francisco fam- 
ily of southern lineage (and proud of it). Now 
impoverished by stock market reverses and the 
continued depression, the three surviving mem- 
bers, grandmother, mother and daughter, find 
characteristic ways of meeting the emergency. 
By a well-known author who tells even a triv- 
ial story well. 


Beeding, Francis. The secret weapon. 
1940. 299p. Harper, $2. 


Recause of his resemblance to a German 
cousin, Carl Freiburg. Robert Marples is sent 
to Germany to bring to England the electrical 
invention of a Jewish electrical genius which is 
necessary to complete Carl Freiburg’s new ex- 
plosive invention. His adventures in Germany, 
in a concentration camp, have an element of 
the John Buchan stories. 


Bell, Neil. So perish the 
512p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


roses. 1940. 


Lamb. In the 
which the fiction writer's 
privilege is exercised to the full, the author suc- 
ceeds in giving a charming as well as an ap- 
pealing picture of the young Charles Lamb. 
Later, the biographical detail tends to clog the 
story. In general, of interest to the reader of 
literary tastes. 


A fictionized life of Charles 


early chapters, in 


Collins, Norman. Gold for my bride. 


1940. 4835p. Harper, $2.50. 


The story of the self-made man who rises 
and falls is a familiar one in American fiction. 
Itere we find it repeated in an English setting. 


John Marco, Draper’s assistant and devout 
member of the Amosite Baptist congregation, 


tukes his first downward step, and at the same 
time lays the foundation for his success as a 
merchant-prince, when he yields to temptation 
and steals a small portion of a fund that has 
been entrusted to him for the Chapel. His story 
is skillfully told and many of the scenes will 
remain fixed in memory long after the book is 
closed, 
See Booklist 37:12 S, °40. 


Corbett, Elizabeth. Mr. and Mrs. Meigs. 
1940. 278p. Appleton, $2. 


While not up to Young Mrs. Meigs, this nov- 
el is interesting in itself as a family story of 
the 90’s. Interest is more in the characteriza- 
tion and daily life than in the plot. 


See Booklist 37:12 S. °40. 
Coyle, Kathleen. Who dwell in wonder. 
1940. 279p. Dutton, $2.50. 


A novel of special appeal to women readers, 
since its main characters are women. At least 
two men are important to the plot, but they 
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appear only incidentally on the scene. The 
background is Scotland. The four women of 
the story a mother and three daughters. One 
of the three has just returned from India with 
the intention of divorcing her husband. One is 
an exile in Russia, now on a visit to her 
mother under an assumed name. The third, 
Margaret, is the unmarried daughter, engaged 
but not happy in her engagement because of 
an old love for her sister’s husband. Beauti- 
fully written, will be appreciated by the dis- 
criminating. 


Derleth, August. Country growth. 1940. 
322p. Scribner, $2.50. 


Although uneven, like every collection, the 
stories brought together in this book will prove 
delightful reading for the author's admirers. 
They may win new readers also among those 
who have cared less for his novels. some critics 
considering him at his best in the short story. 
The somewhat longer work Any day now, pre- 
viously published separately, is also included 
in this volume. 


Geijerstam, Gosta af. Northern winter. 
1940. 178p. illus. Dutton, $2.50. 


The author writes of a remembered experi- 
ence, a winter spent with two friends in a far 


northern “seter.” The unusualness of the set- 
ting and the charm of the writing give it an 
appeal for discriminating readers. 

Lancaster, Bruce. For us the living. 


1940. 556p. Stokes, $2.75. 


A novel about the young Lincoln by the 
author of that excellent historical novel, Guns 
of Burgoyne (BuLLetin Apr. ’39). Hugh Brace, 
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a couple of years younger and a friend of 
Abe’s in Indiana and in Illinois, is the center 
of the story which gives an adequate picture 
of pioneer life in those days and those parts. 
an understanding of the growing Lincoln's 
character and development. A story which ends 
where Abe Lincoln in Illinois begins, just as 
he decides to run for the legislature. 


McIntyre, Marguerite. Heaven’s door- 
yard. 1940. 308p. Farrar, $2.50. 


A pleasant enough story of a settlement in 
Maine in the 1840's. The young hero, Jonathan 
Chadbourne, accompanied by a picturesque com- 
panion, Peleg Jones, ex-revolutionary soldier, 
comes up from Massachusetts in search of a 
hill-top farm. He finds what he wants and also 
an enemy in the person of the villainous rich 
man who had wanted the same piece of land. 
In spite of the villain, the book never becomes 
very exciting; it will be read with most enjoy- 
ment as a country idyl in which a love story 
and the beauty of scenery blend. 


Sugrue, Thomas. Such is the kingdom. 
1940. 375p. Holt, $2.50. 


A milltown in New England is the scene of 
this novel, in which the characters are the 
Irish Catholics who live in the section of town 
known as Kelly Hill. Both the church and the 
saloon play a part in their lives; there is a 
good deal of Irish humor, occasional beauty 
and some vulgarity in the telling, and the char- 
acters stand out as individuals. The teachings 
of the church, as interpreted through the mind 
of a little boy who makes his first communion 
should be of interest to non-Catholics as well 
as to the Catholic readers for whom the book 
will have an especial appeal. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 
Selected by Winifred L. Davis 


New Books for One Dollar and Less 


America—Past and Present 


Comfort, Mildred Houghton. Peter and 
Nancy in the United States and Alas- 
ka, 1940. 368p. illus. maps. Beckley- 
Cardy, 90c. 917 


Peter and Nancy observe life in the United 
States and Alaska and see how social and 
economic factors are governed by varying con- 
ditions. Well adapted for supplementary use 
with the geography text since it shows an ap- 
preciation of the people who founded the United 
States and of those who have guided its pro- 
gress throughout the years, Grades 5-6. 


Howard, Bonnie C. On the trail with 
Lewis and Clark. 1939, 154p. illus. 
Silver Burdett, $.96. 977 


A vivid and exciting tale of the trail makers, 
Lewis and Clark, when they were sent by the 
President of the United States to explore new 
land and find a way to the Pacific Ocean. Spe- 
cial exercises and “a little dictionary’ make 
this excellent supplementary material for read- 
ing or history classes, Grades 4-5. 


Lambert, Clara. The story of Alaska. 
1940. lithographs. Harper, $1. 917.98 


This is a book which will give every young 
reader a vivid and exciting picture of a too 
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little known region of America—aAlaska, Twen- 
ty full pages of lithographs in full color sup- 
plement the interesting textual material which 


discusses Alaska and its people from various 
angles, Grades 4-5. 

Mostly Poetry 
Field, Eugene. Favorite poems. 1940. 


67p. illus. Grosset, $1. 811, or 821 

A. beautiful edition containing favorites by 
\merica’s greatest children’s poet, each with 
its own exquisite illustrations in color, and in 
black and white. Malthe Hasselrius, an inter- 
nationally famous artist, has provided Eugene 
Field's poems with their charming pictures. 


Gay, Romney. Picture book of 
1940. 36p. illus. Grosset, 50c. 
811.08, or 821.08 


poems. 


flowers, 
out- 


This book of gay short poems about 
birds, the sea, and the rain are all by 
standing writers of verse for children. Colorful 
illustrations are by the beloved artist who cre- 
ated such favorites as Cinder and The funny 


noise. 


Jones, Manley H. Christmas is coming! 
1939. 30p. illus. Houghton, $1. 808.8 
Rhymes old and new; stories and pictures 

all have the spirit of Christmas in this collec- 

tion. The whole tone is that of gayety and 
happiness, 
“Let every pudding burst with plums, 
And every tree bear dolls and drums, 
In the week when Christmas comes.” 

For the whole family, but especially for the 

younger children, 


Just for fun; a collection of stories and 
verses. 1940. 64p. illus. by Robert 
Lawson. Rand, $1. 808.8 


Amusing stories and gay verses by outstand- 
ing writers for children, including Padraic Col- 
um, Eunice Tietjens, Beatrice Curtis Brown, 
Laura E. Richards, Carol J. Sharp, Constance 
Savery, Anne Brewer, Mildred Plew Meigs. 
Nancy Byrd Turner, and Florence Page 
Jacques. Robert Lawson’s unique illustrations 
display the humorous, fantastical and highly 
imaginative qualities of his style. Grades 1-4. 


Tippett, James S. Counting the days. 
1940. 66p. illus. Harper, 75c. 

811, or 821 

“A delightful new book of poems by the 

author of the popular I spend the summer and 

IT go a-traveling.” Short verses written in lan- 

guage children easily understand and about 
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their three choice subjects: friends, Christmas 
and gardens. Well illustrated. Grades 3-4. 


Useful and Fine Arts 


Booth, Harold H. Book of modern air- 
planes. 1940 23p. illus. Garden City, 
$1. 629.1 
Col, Rosco Turner, who last year became the 


only man ever to win the famous Thompson 
racing trophy three times, states, in the fore- 


word, that here we have proof of the old 
Chinese proverb that “one picture is worth 
ten thousand words.” The author-illustrator 


has captured “some of the beauty, some of the 
strength, some of the grandeur, romance and 
speed of modern aviation.” Explanatory textual 
material is given for each kind of plane pic- 
tured. Excellent for young and old alike who 
are interested in aviation. 


Gilbert, Sir William Schwenck and Sul- 
livan, Arthur S. 
The gondoliers; or The king of Bara- 
taria. 
H. M. S. Pinafore. 
The mikado. 1940. 
Grossett, 50¢ each. 


illus. 
782 


48p. each. 


Three of the best loved operas in editions 
for children, adapted by Robert Lawrence, auth- 
orized by the D’Oyly Carte Opera Company. A 
splendid introduction to each is followed by 
vivid narrative, well-illustrated with pictures 
and the melodies of all its famous songs. 
Grades 4-8, 


Miller, Juliet Scott. Let’s play indoors. 
1940. 34p. illus. Grosset, 50c. 790 
Fifty-six ‘parlor games” which are easy to 

play and which require no special equipment. 

An excellent aid for planning children’s par- 

ties. 


Miller, Juliet Scott. Let’s play outdoors. 


1940. 34p. illus. Grosset, 50c. 790 
A book of fifty-five favorite outdoor games 
requiring no special equipment. Simply ex- 


with diagrams and 
Playground supervisors 
useful, 


plained, 
tions. 
book 


iNlustra- 
find this 


colored 
will 


Stories 


Andersen, Hans Christian. The old man 
is always right. 1940. 28p. illus. Har- 
per, 75c. 


Another lovely Andersen story—this time 
about an old man who made a bad bargain one 
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day at market when he had hoped to trade his 
horse at some profit. How his folly is turned 
into good fortune for both his wife and himself 
is what the story is really about. Brilliantly 
illustrated by Rojankovsky in six colors and 
black and white. Grades 2-3. 


Credle, Ellis. The goat that went to 


school. 1940. 24p. illus. Grosset, 50c. 


Hubert wanted to go to school, but he didn't 
have any money for books and clothes. He 
helped Mr. Honeycutt load apples and received 
a goat for pay instead of money. The goat 
caused Hubert much trouble, but in the end 
it was he who secured his master’s dearest 
wish. The author’s own illustrations show the 
action of the story and will interest the young 
reader. Pre-school, and grades 1-3. 


De Angeli, Marguerite. A summer day 
with Ted and Nina. 1940. 30p. illus. 
Doubleday, 75c. 


Ted and Nina’s day with Great-aunt Lissa 
was full of adventures and quiet fun which in- 
cluded picking strawberries, having a tea par- 
ty and setting up a lemonade stand. The charm- 
ing little pictures make the story even more 
pleasing for beginning readers. Grades 1-3, 


Diffin, Charles Willard. Gray Smoke: the 
coyote of El Coronel. 1940. 30p. il- 
lus. Garden City, 50c. 


“Even when a hand, a small brown hand, 
reached inside the den, the littlest coyote could 
not bite—at least not very hard. But he tried! 
And that was how the littlest coyote met Jim- 
mie Chicken, the Indian boy.” 

Jimmie named his new pet, Gray Smoke, 
because his fur was like “gray fire-smoke that 
the wind blows along the ground.’’ Alyn has 
beautifully illustrated and brought alive the 
animals and their Indian friends in this story 
of a coyote puppy growing up in his new 
home. Grades 1-8. 


Duncan, Marion. On the farm; a photo- 
graphic picture book. 1940. 40p. 
photo. reprod. McKay, 50c. 


Frank and Skip are real boys who like living 
on Peaceful Valley Farm in Wisconsin. They 
work hard but play, too,—at the County Fair. 
where a big Chester White hog wins a blue 
ribbon. Wisconsin children will be particularly 
interested in this book “since it is about a 
real Wisconsin farm and all the photographs 
were taken near Menomonie, Wisconsin, where 
the author live.’’ Grades 3-4. 


Edwin, Ray. Animals big and little. 
1940. 24p. illus. Grosset, 50c. 


The charming illustrations by Billie Waters 
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make up the most important part of this book. 
They are softly colored and give a rounded 
picture of farm life with all the familiar 
scenes which children like to look at again 
and again. A rather rhythmic and explanatory 
text which gives adequate information on the 
particular favorite animal or farm scene ac- 
companies each picture, Pre-school, and grades 
1-3. 


Fry, Rosalie K. Ladybug! 
1940 28p. illus. Dutton, $1. 


Ladybug! 


How two ladybugs missed the boat to the 
Island of Winter Sleep, and the good times they 
had in the neat little round house which Beetle 
Black found for them. “fA lovely, airy, poetic 
story told as much in Miss Fry’s exquisite pas- 
tel paintings as in her whimsical text, and a 
charming companion to her Bumblebuzz...” 
Pre-school, and grades 1-2. 


Hogan, Inez. Twin seals. 1940. 45p. il- 
lus. Dutton, $1. 


‘Don’t push,’ said the mother. 

“We can’t help it,” said the twins. “We slip 
and we slide. We slip on the ice and slide into 
the water.” 

And after that everyone called them Slip 
and Slide, the twin baby seals. Their funny 
little ways and their fascinating adventures in 
the snow country will intrigue many a young 
listener. Miss Hogan’s delightful little sketches 
are “genuinely funny.’ Pre-school, and grades 
1-2. 


Keeler, Katherine Southwick. Bronco 
Bill’s circus. 1940. 438p. illus. Nelson, 
50c. 


Saturday was always the day when Circus 
Bill, Nippy, Ginger, Topper, Tubby, Bobo, Go- 
zo, and even Joey, the clown, went places in 
their circus car, did their tricks, and had a 
wonderful time. How Nippy had to stand in 
the corner because he couldn’t count well 
enough and why Bronco Bill had to go to 
school five days a week are only two of the 
delightful incidents in this amusing story of 
a little boy with his very own circus. Pre- 
school. and grades 1-2, 


Keeler, Katherine Southwick. A party 
for Hoppy. 1940. 42p. illus. Nelson, 
50c. 


Taffy and her five lovely dolls, Heddy, Posy. 
Penny, and The Twins had a big birthday par- 
ty for Hoppy, their fluffy little bunny. Pre- 
school children and first graders will love to 
hear how Taffy gave Hoppy a bath and what 
he did when he received his presents at the 
party. 
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Lockwood, Myrna. The violin detectives. 
1940. 48p. illus. Oxford, $1. 


An exciting story for boys of the adventures 
of Gasparino (alias, Macaroni) and his gang 
of “G men violin detectives” when they 
searched for the missing scroll from the fam- 
ous Amati violin belonging to Musica, the great 
violinist. Much incidental instructive informa- 
tion about the making of tine violins. Grades 
3-6. 


Meigs, Cornelia. Mother makes Christ- 
mas. 1940. 23p. illus. Grosset, 50c. 


A story parade picture book with sketches 
by Lois Lenski. A lovely little story about the 
way little Sally and her mother “make Christ- 
mas” after good fortune is reversed, Pre-school, 
and grades 1-3, 


Sewell, Helen. Jimmy and Jemima. 1940. 
44p. illus. Maemillan, $1. 


Another story-picture book by the author of 


More Books 


Fiction 


Beebe, Catherine. The calendar. 1940. 
63p. illus. Oxford, $1.25. 


Upon having to leave Holiday House and 
vacation days, the Dorset children plan to make 
a calendar of their own, having only the month 
they like best. After “a year from today in 
the morning,” they decide they like the regular 
calendar best, because they can have all the 
months then. Robb Beebe’s attractive drawings 
make this simple little story about real chil- 
dren a very likeable one for beginning read- 
ers. Grades 2-3. 


Bliss, Helen Cary. Honorable goat. 1940. 
168p. illus. Crowell, $2. 


Chengting and his white goat. Pow Deh, are 
an engaging pair that will keep the reader 
amused by their faculty for getting into mis- 
chief, The little goat gets into so much trouble 
he has to be returned to the Old Herdsman. 
Pow Deh disappears, and the climax which fol- 
lows is and breath-taking. Tlow it 
becomes the “Honorable Goat” is the most im- 
portant and thrilling incident in the whole 
story. This book is written about modern China 
in an effort to bring about a better understand- 
ing between American and Chinese children. 
who eventually will be guiding the destinies 
of these two great republics. Very expressive 
Chinese illustrations by Aldren Watson. Grades 
4-6. 


ingenious 
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Ming and Mehitable (BULLETIN Jan. °37). When 
Jemima was very small, Jimmy thought she 
was the most beautiful sister in the world and 
had lots of fun playing with her. After he 
joined the Boy Scouts, he did not want to 
play with girls. Somehow Jemima learned as 
much about scouting as Jimmy did, but one day 
she was a little too smart. After that Jimmy 
thought she was a very nice sister to have 


around. Effective illustrations. Pre-school, and 
grade 1. 
Young, Evelyn. Wu and Lu and Li. 


1939. 27p. illus. Oxford University, 
75e. 


A delightful little story of three small Chi- 
nese children who made a trip to the village to 
buy gifts with the silver their grandmother 
had given them. The author-illustrator, who 
lives in China now, has put into this charming 
picture book the poetry and simplicity that 
belong to peacctime China, Pre-school, and 
grades 1-2, 


for Children 


de Angeli, Marguerite. Thee, Hannah! 
1940. illus. Doubleday, $2. 


“Thee, 
talking?” 

The little girls made no answer, for every 
night they played the same game of make- 
believe—fashionable ladies out shopping. This 
story of Hannah is a delightful picture of the 
happy simple life of a family of Quakers living 
in Philadelphia just before the Civil War. Mrs. 
de Angeli with her charming pictures and 
story has created another little girl and a set- 


Hannah, thee, Sally, are you still 


ting that will win as many readers as little 
Henner’s Lydia (BuLurrin Jan. °37) and her 


Pennsylvania Dutch country. 
able cloth. Ages up to 10. 


sound in wash- 


Ferris, Elmer E. Jerry at the academy. 
1940. 321p. illus. Doubleday, $2. 


Ilow Jerry Foster of Jerry of Seven Mile 
Creck fulfills his ambition to go away to school 
is the theme of this fine story of a boy’s cour- 
age and persistence in the face of obstacles. 
Encouraged by his mother and the college-bred 
teacher of the district school, he enters War- 
land Academy, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. and, 
by working summers in a cheese factory, do- 
odd at he manages to keep 
himself there, winning friends and honors, and, 
in spite of a prank which almost brings expul- 
sion, finally getting his diploma.—and his fath- 
er’s approval. Based on the author’s own mem- 
ories of school days at Wayland, the story is 
full of homely details of life in a small town 
and at the academy in the years of 1878-81. 
Grades 7-9, 


ing jobs school, 
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Jones, Elizabeth Orton. Maminka’s chil- 
dren. 1940. 107p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


Nanka, Marianka, and Hozicheck are Mamin- 
ka’s three children whom she calls “my little 
mouse, my sweet raisin, and my rather small 
beetle.” This little Bohemian family has many 
happy times because the three little children 
help Maminka so much. It’s a busy household 
but there is always time for fun and jokes and 
quiet understanding. Told in a series of charm- 
ing episodes, each one a story in itself. In a 
slight, beautifully made, beautifully illustrated 
book, the author has given a sensitive, gay in- 
terpretation of Bohemian things, ways and 
people. A picture on almost every page. A book 
to be read aloud. Grades 1-4. 


Justus, May. Mr. Songcatcher and com- 
pany. 1940. 237p. illus. Doubleday, 
Be. 


soth the story and the appealing pictures of 
the artist recreate life in the Tennessee moun- 
tains. “Mr. Songeatcher” is the name given 
Dave Hunter, who is going through the moun- 
tains hunting up old songs and ballads. Joe 
Purdy, a mountain boy, thinks it would be a 
great experience to go with him, and so togeth- 
er they have this adventure. Although there is 
no plot, there are the folkways, games and 
singing. which bring the reader closer to the 
remote mountain places and to these little- 
known Americans. Grades 5-7. 


Meader, Stephen W. Clear for action. 
1940. 3823p. Harcourt, $2. 


When, in the year 1812, Jeff Robbins shipped 
aboard the “Abigail” bound for Cuba, he em- 
barked on a series of adventures. He was im- 
pressed aboard a British frigate, imprisoned 
on the ship when war was declared between 
England and the United States, escaped to an 
uninhabited island where he found a treasure 
chest, and was rescued by an American ship, 
before returning to his home in Maine, owner 
of a third interest in a privateer. Grades 7-9. 


Newberry, Clare Turlay. April’s kittens. 
1940. 32p. illus. Harper, $1.75. 


A stunning picture book by the author-artist 
of Mittens (BULLETIN Jan. ’37). “There was 
once a nice little girl named April. who lived 
in New York City with her mother, her father, 
and a black cat called Sheba.” Her father called 
it a “one-cat” apartment and insisted she would 


December, 1940 


have to get rid of three of the cats after Char- 
coal, Butch and Brenda, Sheba’s very own fam- 
ily arrived. April’s problem and its final, su- 
premely happy solution, make a story that all 
children will love. The kittens and the children 
are real, and the pictures were all drawn from 
life. One picture is tipped in so that it can be 
removed for framing without injury to the 
book itself. Pre-school, and grades 1-2, 


Peck, Leigh. Pecos Bill and lightning. 
1940. 67p. illus. Houghton, $1.75. 


This collection of stories about the deeds of 
the legendary Pecos Bill, the gay and fearless 
cowboy of the southwest, closely resembles the 
Paul Bunyan tales of the legendary logging- 
camp super-man of the north woods. Imagina- 
tion has run riot with absurdity and humor 
until the result is “side-splitting’ laughter. 
Clever sketches by Kurt Wiese. 


Pinkerton, Kathrene. Adventure north. 
1940. 268p. illus. Carrick, $2. 


The author of Wilderness wife (BULLETIN 
May °39) and Three's a crew (BULLETIN Mr. 
°40) relates the wilderness experiences and ad- 
ventures of the Jackmans after Mr. Jackman 
turned from forestry to trapping and took his 
family north to Ontario near Hudson’s Bay 
Post and built them a home on Far Lake. How 
Ann, through her friendship with the Indian 
Petabo’s son, Wen-dah-ben, solved one of the 
family's biggest problems so that the Jackmans 
and the Indians could live in peace and share 
their fur territory is the exciting climax of 
this story with its setting in the last great 
days of fur trading before the advent of the 
airplane changed the whole character of life 
on the Ifudson’s Bay Posts. This is the first 
story which the author has written especially 
for older boys and girls in the same brisk style 
as Wilderness wife. 


Stratton, Elenore. The wild 
1940. illus. Harper, $1.50. 


pasture. 


A picture-book story for the very young about 
a little girl who had been very bad and felt she 
had to run away. A fine, sympathetic approach 
to the very private adjustment of a little girl to 
the requirements of her everyday world, a prob- 
lem that looms large in childhood. A book 
which adults will enjoy and appreciate almost 
more than children. It stirs the poetic imag- 
ination of any reader of any age. Charming 
pictures printed by off-set lithography in three 
colors. 





